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Women’s Employment in the Fisheries Sector: Current Status and Key Challenges—
Gendered Structures Surrounding Onboard Work and an Examination of Prior Case Studies

Vi
TSUTSUMI ~ Shizuko

Abstract

This study examines the gendered employment structure of Japan’s fisheries sector, where
women are concentrated in processing and shore-based work but remain underrepresented in
on-board fishing employment. Building on prior research on women’s labor in fishing
households and on community norms such as restrictions on women aboard vessels, the paper
reframes the gap as a product of institutions, cultural norms, working conditions, and technology
design rather than physical aptitude. Using the Fisheries White Paper and the Fisheries Census,
it summarizes persistent disparities in employment and participation in fisheries cooperatives.
It then reviews two illustrative cases—spousal joint fishing in the Amaba area (Chiba) and a
women-led fishing team in Kumano (Mie)—to identify enabling conditions, including flexible
work design, role reallocation, and integration of processing, marketing, and ICT. The analysis
argues that mechanization and digital transformation can lower entry barriers and support
workforce diversification under ongoing labor shortages. Future fieldwork in Aomori will test

the proposed framework empirically.

Keyword : Fisheries industry, Female employment, On-board work, Entry barriers,
digital transformation
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